FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HPD SUED FOR CHRISTMAS 2011 KILLING OF INJURED, UNARMED MAN
PROLIFIC HPD SHOOTER PREVIOUSLY ALSO ACCUSED OF
AGGRAVATED SEXUAL ASSAULT OF FELLOW OFFICER
HOUSTON ― On February 8, 2013 Patsy Pate, on behalf of her deceased youngest son
Blake A. Pate, filed a lawsuit against the City of Houston and Officer Curtis W. Hampton. On
Christmas Day 2011, Officer Curtis Hampton, while on duty and in uniform, senselessly shot
and killed Blake.
Blake, 24 years old at the time, was out visiting family for the Christmas Holiday when
he had a routine car accident near the Lakecrest Village Apartment Complex, which ended with
Blake in the roadside ditch. Officer Hampton quickly arrived on the scene. Blake was able to
pull himself from the wreckage of his vehicle and began to walk towards Officer Hampton.
Blake was stunned and disoriented from the wreck. He was bleeding from his face and his hands
were extended in front of him. Blake was unarmed and seeking assistance. Officer Hampton
drew his service pistol and fired numerous times at Blake, at an extreme close range for no
known reason. At no point did Blake attack or otherwise verbally threaten Officer Hampton.
Blake was then left for dead by the side of the road.
Officer Hampton is no stranger to controversy. This was neither Officer Hampton’s first
shooting, nor his first questionable shooting. In 2003, Officer Hampton shot Louis Medlow, a 45
year old man threatening suicide, multiple times in the legs and buttocks.
In 2009, Officer Hampton responded to a call involving a possible dog attack. When he
located the dog, it was securely locked behind a chain link fence. Nevertheless, Officer
Hampton shot the dog numerous times through the fence, resulting in the dogs’ death.
Officer Hampton also has a history of accusations of sexual harassment that is well
known and well documented by the City of Houston. This history reflects Officer Hampton’s
extremely poor judgment. In December of 2007, Officer Hampton was suspended following an
investigation into a sexual assault incident with a fellow police officer. In that incident, he
pretended to be a burglar, awoke the officer in the middle of the night wearing a mask, pointed
his service pistol at her face, handcuffed her to a bed, attempted to rape her and used a pillow to
muffle her screams.

The next year, Officer Hampton was suspended for an incident involving the purchase of
undergarments for a fellow police officer and for pressing unwanted romantic advances toward
her.
The Houston Police Department has a long history of condoning and ratifying the
excessive force of its police officers. David W. Hodges and his firm have represented others and
the Houston Police Department to protect the constitutional rights of the citizens of Houston for
wrongful death and corrupt police activity.
The Pate family and their attorneys will hold a press conference at 2:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 8, 2012 at Houston Police Department Headquarters, 1200 Travis, Houston, TX 77002.
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